
Music of Preparation             	  Nicholas Bowden
                                          Director of Music & Organist

Welcome to Worship  	 The Rev. Charles Robinson
Minister of Nurture 

*Hymn 240                                       Hark! the Herald Angels Sing	 MENDELSSOHN

*Affirmation of Faith                         The Apostles' Creed	 Rev. Robinson and People

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 	                                                                                                            *universal         UMH 881

 *Gloria Patri                       	 MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

*Passing of the Peace   	 Rev. Robinson

Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

*Carol Sing                             Various Songs Selected by Congregation	 Brian Lindsey, Leader

Congregational Notes   	 The Rev. Allyson Lawrence 
Associate Minister

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer	 	 Rev. Lawrence and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory                             Various Songs Selected by Congregation	 Brian Lindsey, Leader
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*Doxology	                                                   			   OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Children’s Moment   	 Rev. Lawrence and Rev. Robinson 

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225.
Younger children are invited to attend with a parent. 

Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service. 
The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

Prayer of Illumination   	 Rev. Lawrence
Come, divine Interpreter, 
open our eyes to your truth, and our hearts to obey your word
that we may share in your glory and reign with you forever. Amen.   
		  - Charles Wesley, 1762  (UMH 594) Adapted by Rev. Drew West

*Scripture Lesson                                                   Luke 2:21-40	 Rev. Lawrence

	 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.”
	 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child 
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was 
also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption 
of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.



Sermon                                      "Inside the Manger: Baby Jesus (and Two Old Folks)"	 Rev. Robinson

*Hymn 218                                      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear	 CAROL

*Benediction						      Rev. Robinson

*Postlude		                               	 Mr. Bowden, organ

*Please stand in body or spirit.                 	 Congregational responses are in bold type.
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