
Music of PreParation                 Nimrod from Enigma Variations    Nicholas Bowden                                                                                              
Edward Elgar                                                      Director of Music & Organist

introit                                                        Make a Joyful Noise              Chancel Choir
John Ness Beck

WelcoMe to WorshiP   The Rev. Allyson Lawrence
Associate Minister

*Processional hyMn 64                          Holy, Holy, Holy   NICAEA

sacraMent of BaPtisM hyMnal 39      

congregational resPonse                            
... Do you, as Christ's body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment 
to Christ?

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this person now before 
you in your care?

With God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround this person with a community of love and forgiveness, that she may grow 
in her service to others. We will pray for her, that she may be a true disciple who walks in the 
way that leads to life.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   *universal

BaPtisM With laying on of hands

... Now it is our joy to welcome our new sister in Christ.

Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God's new creation and made 
to share in Christ's royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving 
we welcome you as a member of the family of Christ.

coMMendation and WelcoMe

Members of the household of God, I commend this person to your love and care. Do all in your 
power to increase her faith, confirm her hope, and perfect her in love.

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United 
Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the 
church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

*Passing of the Peace   Rev. Lawrence
Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

*hyMn 707                                                           Hymn of Promise     PROMISE

congregational notes   The Rev. Drew West
Assistant Minister of Families & Children

Pastoral Prayer & the lord's Prayer  Rev. West and People

our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

offertory                                               I Will Sing With the Spirit           Chancel Choir
                                                                                                             John Rutter 

I will sing with spirit, alleluia; 
And I will sing with the understanding also, alleluia!

*doxology                                                     OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

children’s MoMent   The Rev. Kaylen Short 
Senior Minister

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225. 
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service. 

The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.



Prayer of illuMination     Rev. West

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

scriPture lesson                                                   Ezekiel 37:1-14             Rev. West

 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O 
Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he 
said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude.

 11Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and 
will act, says the Lord.’

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

serMon              "Resurrection only comes after..."  Rev. Short

congregational resPonse                                               Rev. Short and People

Creator Spirit and Giver of life,
make the dry, bleached bones of our lives
live and breathe and grow again
as you did of old.
Pour out your Spirit upon the whole creation. 
Come in rushing wind and flashing fire
to turn the sin and sorrow within us
into faith, power, and delight. Amen.

*hyMn 472                                                   Near to the Heart of God      MCAFEE

*Benediction                                                                    Rev. Short
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*choral resPonse                      God Be With You Till We Meet Again                  Chancel Choir
arr.Mack Wilberg

God be with you till we meet again; by His councils guide, uphold you; 
With His sheep in love enfold you. God be with you till we meet again. 

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus' feet. 
Till we meet, till we meet. God be with you till we meet again.

*Postlude                                        Toccata on FESTAL SONG Mr. Bowden, Organ
                                                                                                          Robert Hebble 

*Please stand in body or spirit.                  Congregational responses are in bold type.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Van Askew
Nancy Byers
Richard Clayton
Karen Davis

Robbie Gray
Martha Hale
Tangie Hubbard
Doris Kerlin

Jerry Light
Bettina McDowell
Ron McDowell
Ingrid Shields

Brenda Tierman
Paul Wiley

Our Christian prayers and sympathy are with
Tom King and family upon the death of his wife, Carol King, on May 21.

In Memoriam
Carol King

May 21, 2024


