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Legacy Bricks to Purchase Vans

The church vans are eleven years old and it is time to think about replacing
them. The vans are used to transport youth every Wednesday and for
trips by various groups throughout the church.

To begin raising funds, the trustees are sponsoring the Legacy Brick Project.
Selected squares of concrete in the main courtyard will be replaced with
bricks. The first phase of the project will have the names of each senior
minister that has served this church since 1827 engraved in the bricks.
The next phase will give you the opportunity to purchase bricks in honor
or memory of friends and family. The cost is $50 per brick or $45 each
for four or more until January |,2011. Each brick can be engraved with
3 lines of text with up to |18 characters per line. Order forms will be
available at the Welcome Center, at the kiosks, on the church website and
at the church office. Simply fill out the form and return it with payment
in the offering plate or to the office. Placing a loved one’s name in the
courtyard for future generations to see is a lasting way to honor them.
These make great Christmas gifts, too!
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Two Days, One Experience
Mark Westmoreland

| am writing this on the evening of the Bishop’s Day Apart' , an annual retreat for the clergy of our conference that
the clergy of our conference is expected to attend.? The goal of the Day Apart is spiritual renewal and refreshment,
with Bishop Watson taking care to blend large-group presentations and worship with small-group conversations and
individual prayer and reflection. Is it something | would have chosen to do with my time today? Probably not—
there’s plenty | left unfinished at the church.? s it something | need? Absolutely.

| sat today in a room full of preachers, some | know, many | don’t,and yet all of whom | think | pretty well understand,
as they, no doubt, understand me. For instance, we all find ourselves longing for the holy but dealing with the
mundane, only to find tucked there in the mundane the surprising presence of the holy.* And we all stand on our
own personal stages juggling priorities and needs, wants and desires, family and ministry, selfishness and selflessness.
In other words, the preachers who will gather again in that room tomorrow® aren’t very different from you. I'm
guessing, for instance, that you, too, do a little juggling from time to time.® And | imagine you might even benefit from
a spiritual retreat of your own.”

Sitting in a room full of preachers reminds me that | am not alone—in my weariness or in the exhilarating experience
of Christian ministry. And sitting in the sanctuary with you on Sunday I'll be reminded once more. We gather in a
divine fellowship intimate enough for each of us and bigger than all of us. We gather in the grace of God. We gather
in the power of the Holy Spirit. We gather as we are and discover what we can be—today here at Simpsonwood
and Sunday at Fayetteville First.®

'To be perfectly clear, this evening actually falls halfway through the Bishop’s Day Apart, since the “day” in question consists of an afternoon
and evening, followed by the morning of the next day, raising an obvious mathematical question: Do two halves really make a day, or should
this retreat be called the Bishop’s DAYS Apart? That’s a question | could raise tomorrow morning, | suppose, but since this is the Bishop’s
Day Apart, and he set the schedule, | think I'll just leave it a mystery. I've already served a four-point circuit.
?Again begging the question:What happens if we DON'T attend? And, again, a question that is best left unasked. See note I.
3Such as writing a newsletter column.
*God keeps choosing to work through the stuff of this world—like water and bread and juice and a bunch of very-human preachers.
°Except that, in this case, tomorrow is still today (See above).
¢In fact, I've watched many of you keep more balls in the air than | thought
possible.

’I would require it, but | don’t have the bishop’s leverage.
. . ) s
Inside This Month’s Connections 8Today includes tomorrow, but Sunday really is Sunday. See you then.
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About Our Church Family

New Members:

- Shawn Ann Collins - 110 Sunderland Circle, Fayetteville, GA 30215 - We welcome Shawn Ann from Southcrest
Church in Newnan. Shawn Ann is the wife of Seth and mother of Gracie Rae Collins.
- Colleen and Joe Heiman - | 1| Haven Ridge, Peachtree City, GA 30269 - Colleen and Joe transfer their

membership from Peachtree City UMC.

- Jeannie Cauthen - 147 Timber Walk Drive, Sharspburg, GA 30277 - We welcome Jeannie from Mountville UMC.

Jeannie is the wife of Jon Cauthen.
In Sympathy:

- Mr. & Mrs.Warren Underwood and family upon the death of Warren’s mother, Louise Underwood,

on August 31.

- Mr.and Mrs. Claude Perry and family upon the death of Claude’s brother, John Paul Perry, on September 8.
- Ms. Martha Turner upon the death of her father, Harold Donald Morris, on September 23.

George Copeland
Carolyn Croft
Jewell Eubanks

Jim Friday
Lloyd Groover

Keep Them InYour Prayers:
Nell Babb

Ambrose Burch
Annelle Burch
Quentin Cash

Dot Smith
Connie Walton
Brad Wilkinson

Annis Harrell

O.C. Hendrix
Estelle Howard

Robert Kyzer
Charlotte Smith

Church Membership: 2025
Our Giving Through
September 30:
Budget: $90,520.04

Building Fund: $2,437.50

2010 Budget: $1,435,874.00
Shortfall: $92,495.55

Donations

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in memory of
Louise Underwood and in honor of Connie Walton, Lloyd Groover
and Charlotte Smith by the Fellowship/Discipleship Class.

A donation was made to the Flower Fund and Benevolence Fund
in memory of Nina Garner by the Mary Martha Circle.

Announcements

After teaching each fourth Sunday for the Fellowship Class for 40
years straight, Carolyn Cary has announced her “retirement”. She
will continue being a member of the class.

Note of Thanks!

Dear Friends at Fayetteville First,

Just to tell everyone how very much | appreciate all the
phone calls, cards and, especially the prayers during this
time of recovery. | am so blessed to have such wonderful
caring people in my life. Thank you again and please
continue to pray for me that | may soon get my strength
back. | am getting better but, not well yet! | have missed
being at church!

With love for all,
Genie Welch

PS. Many have remembered by grandson Matt in prayer
for a very long time and | want you to know his transplant
is working great so far!!

Dear Fellow Church Members,

We are so thankful for the love and support that we
received during mom’s illness and death. The food, calls,
prayers, flowers and visits helped us get through this
difficult time.

Peace,
Dottie and Robbie Gray & The Family of Betty G. Suttles
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October Youth Events

October 14-17 Dream Big Mission Experience - Don’t miss this as we partner with Square Foot Ministries and
SafeHouse Outreach for a powerful weekend of service. We will put a roof over the heads of a family in need and
will serve the homeless. Cost is $60 and covers transportation, lodging, meals for us and the homeless, all supplies
and a T-shirt.

October 30 Corn Maze - Join us as we have a new corn maze experience at Cagle’s Family Farm! We will enjoy
the huge maze, a big jumpee-pillow, hay ride, haunted barn, food and more!

October 31 Fall Festival - Our students will have the opportunity to participate in this local outreach and missions
event. They can participate in trunk-or-treat, play games, eat fun food and take time to serve by leading games for
children in our community.

Ordinary vs. Extraordinary

Our students continue to explore our current theme,“Sun Stand Still,” and wrestle with what it looks like to

truly live faith FULLY. We have difficulty many times believing that the God of creation and the God of the bible
can actually work in us today as he has in so many others. We feel too ordinary. God seems to work most in the
“special christians”. You know the ones, the great personalities with tons of gifts, you know, the perfect people. As
we look through scripture we find that God does not work through these people at all. In fact it seems that God
usually works through the ordinary to create the extraordinary. This way it is HIS glory that comes and not ours.
We looked at David and Goliath and saw that this story really started out of something pretty ordinary, David
shepherding a flock. Then his dad asked him to take some food to his older brothers who were on the front lines
of battle (this may be a little extraordinary, a teenager obeying his father!). David’s ordinary, small act of obedience
led to his defeat of Goliath. David didn’t go out to take down the giant and eventually become king of Israel. He
just obeyed an ordinary task. God loves to work through the ordinary. Many times small acts of obedience lead
to miraculous movements of God. For a humorous look at the differences between ordinary and extraordinary,
check out our new video on the subject on YouTube, search “Ordinary vs Extraordinary”.

Preschool is Off to a Great Year!

All of our classes are full with waiting lists except for the 18 months - younger 2-year-olds with only two openings.
It’s a blessing for us to be able to say that in the economy we are facing. The children are excited to learn and to meet
new friends. The staff is buzzing with new ideas and ways to keep their classrooms busy. Ve will have our beginning
of the year conferences with the parents soon. It’s a time that allows the teachers to get to know the parents and
their expectations for their children throughout the year.

The month of October is very busy for our school. We will be having our first Chick-fil-A night October 5 from 5:00
p-m.-7:00 p.m.at the CFA Town Center. Remember to ask for your receipt and put it in one of the designated boxes
inside or at the drive-thru as 10% of the proceeds go back to our preschool. Also, we will have our fall pictures for
the school this month.

Again, we will be participating in the Fayetteville Pumpkin Walk on October 23. Look for our pumpkins around
the Courthouse. Our parent’s group also will be putting together a trick-or-treat hallway for the students. Finally,
October is fire safety month. We will be arranging for a City of Fayetteville fire truck to come for the children to
explore and the Fayette County Fire Department will give an age-appropriate lesson on what to do in case of a fire.

The FFUMC Preschool and MMO staff want to offer our appreciation for the special offering that was received in
conjunction with “The Blessing Our Schools” service.With that offering, we will be able to purchase computers for
the preschool to offer a computer lab to our families.We wouldn’t be able to make these improvements without the
love and support of our church family.
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Kristin’s Kids Korner

This year at our Fall Festival, we will again provide a mission-focused
twist for the families and children in attendance. Instead of receiving
candy and trinkets at each of the game stations, children will receive
parts of a United Methodist Committee on Relief school kit. They
will place the items won in a provided bag, and, once all games have
been played, their bag will be filled and ready to be sent to a child
in need. Children may turn in the completed kits in exchange for a
special prize.

minictry fo families with childrer
%’ fabjc—ﬂe,vil'l'c, furet ume

As the Fall Festival nears, take some time to talk with your families about what will happen at the festival. Ask
your children why they think we are changing things. Ask them what they think about it. Imagine with them how
the children who get the kits might feel. With the holiday season around the corner, this is a great way to begin
conversations about how your family might be in service and show love to their neighbor in the coming weeks and
months. What can you, as a family, do to help someone in need?

Family Movie Night
Families of all ages are invited to dinner and a movie on Friday, October 8 at 6 p.m. There is no cost, but please RSVP
to Kristin Heiden by Wednesday, October 6 so that enough food will be ordered.

Fall Festival Supports UMCOR
Our annual Fall Festival returns on Sunday, October 31 from 3:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Join us for carnival-style games,
inflatable attractions, trunk-or-treat, a BBQ dinner and a bluegrass band as we join together for fellowship and
mission. This year, we again will support the efforts of the United Methodist Committee on Relief as we assemble
school kits to be sent to children across the country and the world. We are asking for the following donations to
help with the school kits:

* Rounded tip scissors

* 82" x 11" ruled paper (either pads or loose leaf)

* 30-centimeter rulers

* Hand held pencil sharpeners

* Unsharpened pencils with erasers

* Boxes of crayons (24 quantity only)
Please drop off donations in the marked bins around the church or in the church office.

Trunk-or-Treat Contest

This year, FFUMC will be holding a trunk-or-treat contest at the Fall Festival. All groups within the church, from
Sunday School classes to Body Recall to the Orchestra are invited and encouraged to decorate a car trunk or truck
bed to be on display during the Fall Festival. A special guest judge will be awarding prizes to some of the best displays,
so start planning now! And don’t forget a supply of candy or treats to hand out to the children as they pass by.
Please let Kristin Heiden know if your group will be participating so she may reserve your spot in the parking lot:
kheiden@fayettevillefirst.com; 770-461-4313 ext. |7
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Announcements and Special Events
Have You Read Titus Lately?

Well, | for one had not and | was challenged to do so by the Rev. Gary Parrish last week.Titus Il verses 12 - |5 state,“'*training
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour,* Jesus Christ. '*He it is
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous
for good deeds. '* Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all authority.* Let no one look down on you.*

So now that you know why we are called Titus |l, maybe you’ll be more inclined to come join us for a good meal and good
entertainment.We meet the first Tuesday of each month at noon and all persons are welcome. Bring a friend or neighbor with
you regardless if they are church member or not. We are open to the whole community. Our next meeting is Tues., October
5 at noon.The program is music with the Lindsey family and the menu includes pork loin, steamed cabbage, squash casserole
bread and cake. Make your reservation by noon October | with Sara James at 770-461-9703.

Living Faith Fully
As we continue to explore different aspects of our faith, the following opportunities will be available in the coming

weeks:
October - A Faith of Heart and Hands - All classes meet on Wednesdays from 6:15 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.

Living with Integrity — Ron Greer, United Methodist minister and Pastoral Counselor, challenges us in his newest
book, “If You Know Who You Are, You'll Know What To Do”. Join Rev. Westmoreland for this vital discussion as
we explore how the faith we believe in our hearts rings true in what we do with our hands. It is about integrity,
doing the right thing when we know it’s the right thing to do. Ron will join us on the last meeting, October 27, for
discussion and questions. Cost of the book is $12.

How To ... — Ever wanted to work in the garden but didn’t know where to start! Ever wanted to begin a prayer
journal, but didn’t know the words to begin? In a month where we explore the faith of our hands, we will take some
time to discover things we may never have known our hands can do. Each week will offer something different to
discover together. You may sign up for each session separately:

*  October 6 — Vauna Bellury and the Master Gardeners present, “Birds, Bees, and Butterflies”

Want Butterflies? Like Birds? Need Bees? We've Got Plants! Do your friends talk about the number of
hummingbirds they have in their yards? Do you love the colors of the butterflies in your own yard and want
to see more? Do your tomatoes and pepper plants not produce as much as you would like? Come and learn
about the plants that entice birds, bees, and butterflies.

¢ October 13 — Join David Janssen for, “Praying on the Page: Spiritual Journals for Spiritual Journeys”

John Keats claimed, “All writing is a form of prayer.” This class will take the poet at his word by exploring our
connection to God through the process of writing. The basic premise of that process is that we discover what
we have to say by saying it. In that context, a prayer journal can become an essential tool in our efforts to light,
and to lighten, our walk. Class requirements: a writing utensil and parchment of your choice as well as a desire
to find out what you and God have to say to one another.

*  October 20 — Join Tommy Webb, congregation member and Square Foot Ministries volunteer, as he guides
us through basic home repair and home maintenance issues that will help you with the upkeep of your
home and save money.

¢ October27-Join a local auto mechanic and repair expert for, “Why does my car make that funny noise and other
basic car maintenance issues.”This session will help you feel more comfortable when taking your carto the mechanic
and give you tips on saving money through routine car maintenance issues.

Contact Kristin Heiden to sign up for any of the opportunities above: kheiden@fayettevillefirst.com; 770-461-4313
ext. 17
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BBQ to Support Transportation Fund primarily consists of Fayette County residents. We look
The trustees will be selling BBQ plates October 3 from forward to this wonderful group blessing our service.

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center Kitchen,
in an effort to raise funds for the Transportation Fund.
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Saturday

Southern Crescent Symphony Orchestra Returns
The Southern Crescent Symphony Orchestra will be

This will be a take-out only dinner available for pick
up. The plate includes BBQ, cole slaw, baked beans,
bread and brownie. Tickets are $7.00 per plate or

1

Body Recall: 10:30
Walking Group: 1:00

performing a concert at our church October 24 at 3:00
p-m.This talented group has performed here in the past
. and we are thrilled they have chosen our church again.
$6.00 for 4 or more. You can pick up your plate or Ticy.cs are $12 Adults and $10 Students and will be sold
have it delivered to your car on Melissa Segars Way. ,¢ the door: Students enrolled in their orchestra program
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Body Recall: 10:30
Walking Group: 1:00
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Body Recall: 10:30

AA:7:00 p.m.
Walking Group: 1:00

Body Recall: 10:30
Walking Group: 1:00
Movie Night: 6:00
Body Recall: 10:30
Walking Group: 1:00

0
0

Walking Group: 1:00

2010 Christmas Tour of Homes December 4 & 5 are free.They will be performing: Schubert “Unfinished”
Mark your calendars for the FFUMC Christmas Tour of Symphony, Holst’s St. Paul Suite, van Suppe’s” Poet and
Homes on December 4 & 5 from 1:00 p.m.-5 p.m. Three Peasant” Overture, and Saint-Sean’s Danse Bacchenale.
exquisite properties will escort you and your family into  g¢ock the Pantry

this celebrative time of the year. In addition,Truett Cathy’s v er is one of the two months each year that we help
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Walking Group: 1:00
Mary Martha Cirt

Thursday
‘Walking Group: 1:00
Marie Lamb Circle: 6:30
Financial Peace:
Intercessory Pray

o
b
o
p
g
g
&
=
g
§
£
i

Intercessory Prayes
Intercessory Praye:

private collection. of more than.IOO mint-con.dition,classic stock the pantry at Fayette Samaritans. Please drop at
cars and th.e Hc.>II|day Dorsey Fife Musuem will be on tour. least one of the items by during the month of October.
More details will follow soon! We will be collecting everything at our Welcome Center
Seamstresses Needed behind the sanctuary.We do collect and deliver to them
This year, we again will be making school kits for the all year so if now is not the time you can donate, you
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(See left for

United Methodist Committee on Relief at our Fall Festival can always do so later. Please no peanut butter, they have

October @ Fayetteville First UMC
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