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 I was there for its arrival the other day—minding my own business, waiting to cross the street from the 
offi ce to the church—when it came through, all pomp and circumstance.  It was August in all its glory, leading 
a parade of vacation returnees, sweeping up the last vestiges of summer, while its loudspeaker blared news of 
‘back to school sales’ and warnings to would-be lolligaggers of the impending return of routine.  August always 
was a little heavy-handed with its work, if you ask me.  Still, I’m glad to have it (and you) back in town.

 Here at Fayetteville First, August’s arrival brings with it a new theme that will guide us through the 
fall—“Living Faith Fully.”  Simply put, what does it mean to give our whole being—fl esh and blood, mind and 
soul, heart and hands—to the mercy and grace of Christ?  And how does our life in Christ shape our life in the 
world?

 We are physical beings; we are spiritual beings; we are servants and learners, teachers and friends.  We are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit and the Body of Christ, and we are more-or-less ordinary folks going about our 
business, day to day.  In other words, we are Christian disciples, with lives to live and bills to pay and a wondrous 
calling to fulfi ll.  And every time we gather we affi rm, in one way or another, the faith that shapes us as followers 
of Christ, the faith that makes us something more than just ordinary folks.

 Over the next four months, we’re going to hold up that faith like a diamond and consider its beauty and 
indescribable worth.  Each month we will examine a different facet of our faith, a different dimension of our 
identity, message and joy:
    September:  “A Faith of Mind and Soul”
    October:  “A Faith of Heart and Hands”
    November:  “A Faith of Hope and Memory”

 And it will all begin with our August theme, “A Faith of Flesh and Blood.”  At the heart of our salvation, 
at the heart of our faith, is an amazing and miraculous message—that God chose to reveal God’s love through 
the fl esh and blood of a human being.  And even more amazingly, God chooses even now to work through you 
and me, fallible though we might be, for transformation of the world.

 That is good news worth proclaiming and claiming again and again.  My sermons this month will be:

 August 1: “A Faith of Flesh and Blood”
 August 8: “The Word Made Flesh in the World”
 August 15: “As With Christ, So With You”
 August 22: “Your Place in the Church” 
 August 29: “The Church’s Place in the World” 

I hope to see you—fl esh and blood in all your glory—in worship 
Sunday. 
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